Winnebago County Wind Farm Ordinance

NRI report requirement:

¢ Current language redundant and costly to the County and devetoper——

e Review/oversight already required by the following agencies:

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Illinois Department of Natural Resources

Environmental Protection Agency (US and Illinois)

US Army Corps of Engineers

Illinois Department of Agriculture

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency

e NRI report is not appropriate because there is no change of land use — IL state
statutes do not require an NRI from the Soil and Water Conservation District

e As currently written, cedes county authority and oversight to WC Soil and Water
District

e Increases risk of lawsuit against the county due to subjectivity

e Provision added by the Zoning Committee - not recommended by the ZBA

e Recommendation: remove the NRI requirement from the ordinance
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Bird and Bat Migration Paths:

Provision creates a no-wind farm ordinance - US Fish and Wildlife includes the
entire state of Illinois in the Mississippi Waterfowl Flyway
Provision added by the Zoning Committee - not recommended by the ZBA

Recommendation: remove the blanket setbacks from migration pathways
from the ordinance

Waiver of Setbacks:

90-356.J. Waiver of Setbacks
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Landowners may waive the setback requirements in Section 90-356A. (i) (Occupied Buildings on
Non-participating Landowner’s property) and 90-356B. (Property Lines) by signing a waiver that
sets forth the applicable setback provisions(s) and the proposed changes thereto.

Recommended change avoids the subjectivity of the public hearing process which
is the whole point of creating a permitted use ordinance

Protects the county against lawsuits

Streamlines the application process

Recommendation: allow landowners to waive their own property line
setbacks by adding the above language.




